SHOOTING VEHICLES

A brace of brakes
Two classic Rolls-Royce shooting brakes with intriguing histories
go under the hammer later this week, writes Kim Forrester
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f shooting brakes could tell stories,
expected to fetch reflect that: the 1923
what tales this pair of Rolls-Royce
shooting brake is estimated to sell for
Silver Ghosts up for sale later this
£100,000 to £120,000; the 1924 one has
week could tell. Both vehicles,
a sales estimate of £80,000 to £100,000.
which date from the 1920s, have vivid
Indeed, the older vehicle is said to have
histories, including links to politicians,
cost the equivalent of an entire street
royalty, museums and the film and
when it was first bought.
television industry.
But it’s not just about the money —
Perhaps the most astonishing “fact”
these regal vehicles offer a glimpse of past
is one that can’t be substantiated:
glory. Their histories, so entwined with
the 1923 vehicle (above left), with its
shooting in the 20th century, show what
black pull-down silk blinds in the rear
life was like for keen Shots, who thought
compartment, is rumoured to have been
nothing of being conveyed to the next
used by HRH the Prince of Wales, the
drive in luxury and style. Both are still
future King Edward VIII, to smuggle
operational — the 1923 shooting brake
Wallis Simpson into and out of Balmoral.
is maintained by Cliff Long and will be
The prince was largely responsible for
driven 95 miles to the sale. The 1924
the look of the vehicle: he commissioned
one is employed on the vendor’s estate
a bespoke walnut-effect finish to adorn
— demonstrating the high quality and
the aluminium panels. The second
longevity of a respected British brand.
vehicle, which dates from 1924, was
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revel in. For instance, the 1923 RollsRoyce Silver Ghost features elegant
Barker coachwork but this was originally
fitted to another Ghost chassis.
The lot on offer has a chassis that was
originally supplied new as a Windovers
Torpedo Tourer to John Gardener of
Glasgow, who had front brakes added
to it in 1927. It wasn’t until it came into
the ownership of David Toms more than
40 years later that the Prince of Wales
coachwork was added.

Mechanical overhaul

Similarly, the 1924 Rolls-Royce
underwent a succession of mechanical
changes and overhauls. It was originally
fitted with enclosed drive Limousine
coachwork and supplied new to Sir
Harry Mallaby-Deeley. Some 12 years
later, the engine was upgraded to Andre
Telecontrol shock absorbers, re-tempered
leaf springs, sundry rewiring and a
conversion to well-base wheel rims. In
the late 1950s, it was converted into a
shooting brake. More recently it has had
part-refurbishment work to the tune of
£40,000 carried out by Ashton Keynes.
The auction by H&H Classics is being held in
conjunction with the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’
Club’s Annual Rally and Concours
d’Elegance, which attracts club members
from around the world. Both vehicles will
be auctioned at Burghley House, Stamford,
Lincolnshire on Saturday, 20 June. There is
a pre-sale viewing the day before, on 19 June,
from 12-noon to 6pm. For more information,
visit http://po.st/shootingbrakes.
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